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The former Saint Alphonsus Church across the street from the Shrine
-- presently an Art & Cultural Center -- sustained damage to a cross and
parapet on one of its twin towers. It landed in front of the Seelos statue
in the church courtyard.

A MiracleWaliting To Happen!

Thecity of New Orleansmay have been an "accident waiting to happen.” How-
ever, inthe aftermath of Hurricane Katrina, therewere several miracleswaiting
to happen through the intercession of Blessed Francis Xavier Seelos. Firstand
foremost, all of the dedicated staff membersat the Seel os Center survived the
storm. While some staff and friends of the Seel os Cause lost everything they
owned dueto the breach in the levee, faith was not lost in our compassionate
God and Hisheavenly saints!

Skilled Germanimmigrantsconstructed St. Mary’sAssumption Churchin 1860.
It has been an engineering feat that survived unnamed hurricanes over time.
Forty years ago, Hurricane Betsy in 1965 caused considerable damageto the
roof, but years|ater, the majestic church was reopened. Now, she survived a
punishing Hurricane K atrinawith no water damage, but there wereisolated
areas of wind damage to an ornamentation atop the bell tower and to achoir
loft stairwell window on the Constance Street side of the church.

Thankfully, the National Shrine of Blessed Francis X. Seelos and the Seelos
Museum remained intact. Significant sacred Father Seel ositemsthat could be
transported were taken out of New Orleans at the time of initial evacuation.
However, when circumstances prevented the residentsfrom returning to the city
inatimely manner after the storm, it was decided that additional itemsshould be
retrieved from the Shrinefor safekeeping. Only daysafter the storm, the Seelos
Shrine Director wasreferred to Mark Hensgens, ahigh school classmate and
member of the state Lieutenant Governor’s office, who was aware that the
AcadiaParish Sheriff* s Department was organizing ahumanitarian transport to
New Orleans-- miraculously, withinthehour! Lt. DaleThibodeaux, Detective
ChrisMcBride, Sgt. Anthony Lewis, all from Church Point, LA, along with
Sgt. Jerome Landry and Sgt. Elijah Joseph of Crowley, LA, and Mr. Allen Davis
of Harahan, LA, provided the assistance and protection to make the operation
possible. Deputy Chief Walter Harrington and hisAcadiaParish meninuniform
areto becommended for their great serviceto the people of New Orleans.

The Redemptoristsand staff at the National Shrine of Blessed Francis Xavier
Seelos, C.Ss.R. areanxiousto resumeour vital ministry to the many peoplein
need. Onour part, wearecommitted to help rebuild auniquecity that will again
welcome pilgrimsto the Shrinewith hospitality, hopeand healing.



When tampering with a mystery,
“we are in deep ignorance,” writes
Jonathan Schell, and “our 57
ignorance should dispose us to {
wonder, our wonder should make

us humble, our humility should
inspire us to reverence and caution,
and our reverence and caution

should lead us to action without

to our knees -- a posture

2,

NPT dlso assumed in prayer.

Moreover, mystery reduces us to
the basics -- fundamental

guestions of why we exist and what
really matters while we are dive. It
Is not enough for the magnitude of
Hurricane Katrina to reduce us,
without further disposing us to see
God in all things and enabling us*“to

Onemight behardpressedtofindindividu-
asandfamiliesnot affected by thestorm

action without delay.”

withsomevariationof intengty. TheSedos

delay.” To tackle something so
overwhelming as Hurricane Katrina
isto tamper with amystery. As
such, it defies superficial
explanation, but demands existential
examination. Mystery reduces us
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Center isdirectly involved with thosewho
havebeenimpacted by HurricaneKatrina.
If you would like to offer assistance
through theministry of the Seelos Shrine,
pleasedesignate“KatrinaRelief” onthe
enclosed envelope.

By Seelos Center Saff Member, Elizabeth Butera Fitzpatrick

Heavenly Father, from thisland of exile

we come to you with great faith today,

to ask you to save our beloved New Orleans.
Please answer this prayer we now pray.

First, please save anyone who still may be there.

Protect them with your strength from above.

May they hold on, we implore, till they’re safe & secure.
Please let them feel your presence and love.

We also ask You, Lord, to protect all of those

who are working to bring order to our streets.

Watch over them each day and protect them, we pray.
May they be appreciated by all those they meet.

Father, we ask your help for the thousands

who are displaced from the only home they ever knew.
Wherever they may go, please help them to know,

that their true home isin heaven with You!

Strengthen those dealing with loss not only of property
but, rather, of family members and friends.

Somehow please |et them know You welcomed

their loved ones home,

and areunion will come one day that never ends!

We also ask your blessings upon so many at thistime
for the charity and generosity they’ ve displayed.

For all that they do, Lord, we now ask of You,
ahundredfold may they be repaid!

Finally, we ask You to save New Orleans.

Not Preservation Hall but Preservation City may it be!
Father, weimplore You to build and restore

New Orleans - thisis our faith-filled, fervent pleal

May the engineers, politicians, and citizens work together

to make it better than ever before -

with safer streets and more concern for the poor and forgotten,
and levees to withstand a Category Hundred and Four!!

Please let us once again feel that rocking of a streetcar

down St. Charles Avenue - a bit of heaven!

May we catch beads, we implore, to store in our attics once more,
on Mardi Gras Day in two thousand seven.

May our Cafe du Monde, which never closes,

reopen to serve hot beignets by December.

May music fill the air outside the Cathedral in Jackson Square.
May the City that Care Forgot always remember

Exactly what it means to miss New Orleans:
itsfood and its neighborhoods, too.

Please save it, we pray, and forever we will say
the true spirit of New Orleans, Lord, is You!

Then may its citizens be reunited from all parts of this country.
Please let us be in that number once again
when the Saints and all of us can go marchin’ in
to our New and Improved Orleans! Amen!
7 September 2005
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The Seelos Center offevs the
following devotionals:

Cheerful Ascetic: Life of F.X. Sedlos,
a 480-page hardbound biography by
Fr. M.Curley that captures Seelos'
piety & persondlity. Index/photos.
(Donation: $22.95+6.95p/h)

< “Sedos A Cause to Rejoice,” an informative
documentary on the life of Bl. F. Sedos; 30-min.
VHS cassette. (Donation: $17 - includes p/h)

%‘.ﬂ Nothing Short of a Miracle, a 207-
¥ | page paperback book by Patricia
1A Treece on the healing power of the

saints; two chaptersfeature Fr. Seglos.
(Donation: $15 - includes p/h)

Apparitions of Modern Saints, a
... 293-page abridged & updated paper-
back version of the book formerly
entitled Messengers by Patricia
Treece on the authentic appearances
of the holy dead sent as God's mes-
sengers. Chapters on Fr. Sedlos.
(Donation: $17 - includesp/h)

A Life of Blessed Francis X. Sedlos,
a 108-page paperback biography by
Fr. Carl Hoegerl & Aliciavon Stam-
witz. (Donation: $9 - includesp/h)

Seelos Medals: Made of nickel
silver, round 3/4” dia. with loop, an-
tiquefinish, finely craftedintheU.S.
(Donation: $3 each or 2/$5 + $1 p/h)

Seelos Perpetual Mass League: A
one-of-a-kind lasting remembrance
for you or for someone dear, living
or deceased. (Donation: $25, contact
Seelos Center for enrollment)

<> Pamphlets & Prayer Cards of Bl. F. Seelos,
availablein English, Spanish & Vietnamese.

< ABI. F. Sedos vigil candle will burn near his
sacred resting place in St. Mary’s Assumption
Church, New Orleans, for an offering of $3.

<& Firgt, Second & Third-Class Relics of Bl. F.
Seelos. Contact the Seelos Center, 504-525-2495.

Please allow up to 2 weeks for

N delivery of item(s).

www.see[os.ovg Guestbook Entries

Offer Prayers & Consolation: ;

8/29: Dear Blessed Francis Sedlos, you who were once pastor of our beau-
tiful churchof . Mary’sinAnngpoalis, Maryland, pleaseintercedefor thepeople
of New Orleansduring thishorrific hurricane. Pray also for the conversion of
sinners. When the sun shinesagain, may all be safeand well in Jesus’ Holy
Name and through the prayers of His Holy Mother, Our Lady of Prompt
Succor and Perpetua Help!

8/29: HurricaneKatrinastruck the Gulf Coast.

8/30: Dear Fr. Seelos, please pray for the people of New Orleans (whom
you onceservedinlife) and the Gulf coast that God spare them asmuch suffer-
ing aspossibleinthewake of Hurricane Katring, and that He bewiththem as
astrength and acomfort during the recovery and rebuilding process.

8/31: Father [Seelos], pleaseask for intercession and prayersfor al of us
ravagedinyour city, New Orleans. Pleasehelpto guideusand pray for our
relief. Lord, pleasehelp us.

8/31: Thelatest newdetter fromyour beloved shrineison my refrigerator
and | just keep looking at Father Seelos face. My prayersarewithyouandall
of thosewho need our help.

9/3:  Please send any info on the great people who work for Fr. Seelos.
Very Worried. Thank you.

9/9:  Aswewatchthedisastersof the hurricane on TV, our thoughts come
to the Doctor, perhaps his name was Joseph, who was so kind to show usthe
Blessed Sedlos Shrinelast winter. [Dr. Joseph Belling, M.D., agreet devotee
of the Seelos Cause, died on August 17, dueto cancer -- editor]

9/10: Dear Father Seelos, please watch over usand help usall do God's
Will, to accept whatever suffering God sendswith faith and trust in God' smercy.
Blessed Seelos, bring us with your prayersto God's presence in paradise
forever. Help us cooperate with God's graceto grow to be all that God is
expecting of us. Pray for our departed loved ones... May we know eternal
restinJesus. Thank you, Father, patron of theministry tolittleonesand of the

dying.
4 DID YOU KNOW?

Many lives and many landmarks were affected by Hurricane Katrina.
Southern Yacht Club of New Orleans, the second oldest yacht club in
the country (founded 1849), burned in the aftermath of the storm
when efforts to fight the flames were not possible. Friends of the
Seelos Center may recall pleasant memories of the SYC clubhouse,
where the first annual Seelos Galas were held in 2003 and 2004.

~
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TESTIMONIAL

LaPlace, LA

| amwriting about arecent “ happening” inmy lifethat we can only attributeto
the powerful intercession of our Blessed Seelos. | am a29-year-old mother
who was diagnosed with breast cancer four yearsago when pregnant with my
daughter. After 4 monthsof chemotherapy, my daughter wasbornin March
2002. We have been blessed with her perfect health.

Four monthsago, | had arecurrencewith breast cancer. It had spread to my
ovariesand the doctors recommended a hysterectomy. We proceeded with
thesurgery and all waswell. A routine CT scaninAugust showed spread of
the cancer yet again to severa bony areasthroughout my body. My doctor
recommended that we do another type of scanto verify the CT findings. That
scan was scheduled for August 22.

OnAugust 20, my husband and | werein New Orleans. Sincel wasdiag-
nosedin 2001, severa people suggested that | visit the Seel os Center. While
looking for the D-Day Museum, we saw asign on the side of abuilding that
read “ Seelos Shrine, Turn Here.” We ended up at the Seelos Center on
Constance Street. It wastherethat wemet Anthony & Lz, two volunteersat
theghrine.

Anthony immediately shared someof Fr. Seelos miracleswithus. Liz shared
her personal testimony. Wewere amazed. They asked, “ Areyouin need of
anything?’ | then shared my story of apossiblerecurrence with breast cancer.
My hushand and | gladly accepted theinvitationto pray with them, and, before
| knew it, | wasknedlinginfront of thereliquary and holding Fr. Seelos cross
with several people praying over me. A peace swept over me, and | knew
Godwaswithus. Wethen obtained afirst classrelicto bringwith meonthe
day of my second scan.

| had my second scan (a PET scan) done on August 22. Asyou may have
already guessed, theresultswere clear. It did not detect any cancer in my

bodly!
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“Heaven, the Land of Love,
the Land of Joy”
By Father Francis Xavier Seelos, C.Ss.R.

Whereismy sweet, my happy home?
| long to seeit, thereto come.
Isit on earth and here below
wheretearsin sadnessoften flow?

Ah, raiseyour heart and raiseyour eye,
and look aboveto heaven'ssky!

L ook there above, wherefrom afar
sweet heav' ninvitesby many aster.
By many abright & sparkling light
to show theway through clouds & night.

Itisabove, abovethe sky,
aland of love, aland of joy.
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