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THE PRAYER OF PRAISE
One of the reasons why there has been a certain
resistance to the new liturgy is because many people
have not fully understood the beauty of the "Prayer of
Praise." So often we think of prayer as a time when we
ask God for things we need. This is a very good and
wholesome type of prayer, however, it is not the only
type of prayer.
In reading the Bible we discover that an amazing
number of the Biblical prayers are prayers of praise.
By this I mean that the human soul simply gazes with
wonder at the magnificence of God.
It is much like a little
child who sees a railroad
train or an airplane for the
first time. His eyes open wide
as he stares with enraptured
attention at this gigantic and
marvelous piece of machinery.
He is struck with wonder at
the magnificent things he
sees. Or again, it is like a man who gazes at a beautiful
sunset, or at a beautiful view from a high mountain. He
is amazed. He is struck with awe.
This is the attitude that the church attempts to create in us each time we go to Mass. She tries to impress
upon us the marvelous mystery of God's love for man.
God loved us by creating the beautiful world in which
we live. God loved us so much that he created another
world of perfect happiness for us hereafter. God loved us
so much that He sent His Son to live among us and to die
like a criminal in order that we might arrive at that blessed world beyond.

You will notice that most of the prayers of the Bible
that you find in the ceremony of the Mass are prayers of
praise.
"All you peoples clap your hands; with joyful voices
shout to God."
"Great is the Lord and wholly to be praised."
"0 Lord, 0 Lord, how wonderful is Your Name is all
the world; your Majesty is placed above all the heavens."
We could go on and on giving quotations from the
Mass in which God is praised. A great many of these
prayers are taken from a prayerbook found in the Bible. The Book of Psalms.
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book of the Bible. Christ, Himself, when He was living
used this prayerbook constantly. Therefore, when we pray
the psalms in the Bible we are actually praying the very
same prayers that Christ Himself used.
We may, therefore, conclude that most of the prayers
Christ recited were prayers of praise for His heavenly
Father. On only a relatively few occasions did Christ
actually ask His heavenly Father for anything.

Father Seelos was very devoted to praying the
Psalms. He recited parts of the book of Psalms every day
in such a way that he prayed each one of the 150 psalms
every week.
So if you wish to pray as Christ prayed, (and as Father Seelos prayed) spend a good deal of your prayer time
simply telling God how wonderful you recognize Him to
be. Tell Him how little you are when compared with Him.
Tell Him how grateful you are that He has selected you
to be the object of His love - that He has even made you
part of His own divine Family. Pray the book of Psalms
- the official prayerbook of the Bible.
When you attend Holy Mass join in the spirit of the
liturgy of the Church, praising God. Praise Him especially for the most wonderful gift He has given to man His. Son. "Praise the Lord, for He is good."
FATHER VAUGHN

Dear Father of the Seelos Center,
I don't know how you obtained our name for your
mailing list, but I am glad to be on it. I have read your
pamphlets with great interest and have called on Father
Seelos on several occasions.
"Just in passing" so to speak, one day, I asked
Father Seelos to help us get my father back to the Sacraments. Another factor was my husband's attendance
at a Cursillo (which has had a great impact on our
family's religious practices.) One of my sons attended,
and served Masses, received Communion every day of
Advent for his grandfather. So one of these, or maybe
all had something to do with his return to the Sacraments
after 45 years.
Please place my petition of Thanksgiving before the
tomb of Father Seelos. I hope I'm not being too greedy in
requesting that Father Seelos, a Redemptorist friend of
St. Gerard, look after me during the delivery of my eighth
child. Be it God's will that all may go well. If He decided otherwise, let me graciously accept whatever He
wishes.
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Thanks
To Father Seelos
For
...helping cure a very painful broken hip. Five years ago
I slipped on some ice. The hip bone pierced the pelvis,
breaking off the head of the hip bone. After s ev en
months in the hospital I finally could painfully walk with
a cane, though my left leg is 1'2 inches shorter than the
right leg. Two years ago the doctors recommended another seven months' hospitilization in traction. Fearing
this, I started prayer to Father Seelos. Recent X-rays
show that half of the head has grown back. The doctor

seen anything like it.
...helping my child who suffered from cerebral palsy with
his school work so that he is able to continue with his
regular class. The principal of the school had advised
us he would have to go to special classes because of
his affliction.
declared he has never

...helping us realize the dream of our married life. We
are now in our new home. Thanks to the generosity of
my husband's boss we were able to make the necessary
down payment.
...helping my three year old granddaughter who has suffered from nephrosis for the past two years. Recently
the doctors found no trace of the disease in either the
kidney or blood tests. The other day she said, "Grandma, take me to Father Seelos' grave so I can put another
bouquet of flowers on him. The doctors are not making
me well, but Father Seelos is."

...obtaining immediate employment for my son. He had
lost his job. I began immediately to pray to Father Seelos. The very next day he obtained another.
...healing the cornea of the eye of my nephew. He had
accidentally gotten a splinter IA inch deep in the eye,
which had to be removed. Though the opthamologist declares that recovery of vision in these cases is rare, his
vision is now almost normal.
A PRAYER TO FATHER SEELOS
For your own intentions, and all the petitions placed before
he tomb of Father Seelos, let us pause and say —

0, MY GOD, / TRULY BELIEVE YOU ARE PRESENT
VITH.. ME, I ADORE YOUR LIMITLESS PERFECTIONS. I
THANK YOU FOR THE GRACES AND GIFTS YOU GAVE TO
'ATHER SEELOS, IF IT IS YOUR HOLY WILL, PLEASE
..ET HIM BE DECLARED A SAINT OF THE CHURCH SO
THAT OTHERS MAY KNOW AND IMITATE HIS HOLY LIFE.
THROUGH HIS PRAYERS PLEASE GIVE ME THIS FAVOR
.

. .

These reports of "Thanksgiving" are from the stateJ.B.
ments of our correspondents. Official judgement of the favors
;ranted can be given only by the proper church authorities.
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FATHER SEELOS IS COMING!
by Luana Jambois

"Father Seelos is coming! Father Seelos is coming!
The classroom would hush. Down the long echoing
corridors his light footsteps could be heard. Every
small face would smile in anticipation. Their beloved
Father Seelos was coming. They knew that he would
tell them stories of the Jesus they so dearly loved.
"Ah, children!"
Back at the black-frocked figure stared all of those
eyes. Those fresh adoring eyes, blue ones, brown ones,
black and green. The Irish children, the German children, the Italian and French and Spanish children. Each
of them bearing the unmistakable stamp of their origin.
Mary, Marie, Maria, Marianne. Yet each leaned forward
eagerly to hear his words. Love was in the classroom
when Father Seelos spoke. Love flowed freely from
priest to small listener.
Innocence was a treasure guarded- between their
teacher and them. "Oh dear children, innocence! YesPurity, what a precious treasure!" Even the hard to
manage children listened to his teaching. They smiled;
they laughed; they sometimes even cried at some of the
sadder stories. But they listened. They never forgot
what their Father Seelos taught them. Later years could
not banish the lessons they learned from him. One of
'the greatest of them he taught without speaking. Kindness and compassion flowed from him through the way
in which he listened to their answers, through his simplicity and love which made each of them feel apart
from his fellows.
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One of the children loved

One of the children, a thirteen year old girl was so
ill, she had lost the power of speech. Father Seelos^
gave her conditional absolution and anointed her. At
the first touch of the holy oils upon her eyes, the child
screamed. "F ather! F a th er, forgive me for I have
sinned!" The priest bent his head in thanksgiving. The
parents sank to their knees in tears. Between those in
the room flowed the silent communion of complete faith
and trust in God. The child recovered completely.
What better way to follow the ways of His Blessed
Lord than to catch the faith and wonder in the eyes of
His children! Small lips need not mumble long and complicated prayer. Small ears need not strain to decipher
the message he so simply brought them. Small eyes had
had only to look at him to know that he walked in the
way of his Master who said, "Let the little children to
come to Mc, for such is the Kingdom of Heaven."
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"I was ill for three weeks but was able to celebrate
Mass each day in our Monastery chapel," Francis Seelos
wrote to his family. "On this occasion, the love of the

...One of our former very active workers at the Seelos
Center Linda Ricord, began her novitiate year as a
Marianite of the Holy Cross on August 5.

parish showed itself to such a degree that I was very
much embarrassed. I feel sorry for the good people.
They judge me to be good. But how different I must appear in the eyes of God. I can only cry out: 'God, be
merciful to me, a sinner!' The good people grieved and
prayed hard for me. The school children were inconsolable. They made many visits to the Blessed Sacrament
for me. I am humbled and dismayed by such solicitude.
I know that I do not deserve it."
-
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...Nancy Mancuso and Helen Pierce have been working
very hard putting our address files into Zip code order.
...Father Vaughn has returned to New Orleans and will
be available this month for hospital calls. He strongly
urges you to notify him of any hospitalized people in
the New Orleans area. He will be happy to visit them
and bless them with the crucifix used by Father Seelos.
Please phone 895-6176.
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